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The official programme of Islamic Arts Festival, 2021
From 15% December 2021 till 23 January 2022
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Throughout the period of the Festival, several workshops will be held
by artists from different countries, where as special invitations

were sent for them for this purpose.
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His Highness Sheikh Dr. Sultan bin Mohammed Al Qasimi
Member of The Federal Supreme Council and Ruler of Sharjah
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The Divine Protection
Canvas on Acrylic

3 Meter DIA, 2021
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The Infinite Light
Amalie Beljafla - UAE

Beljafla’s surreal sculpture is embedded with rich symbolism and adorned in a
vibrant turquoise palette that explores the multidimensional subject of enlight-
enment and mankind’s infinite spiritual growth rooted in the Divine.

The inspiration behind this body of art grew from one of the most beautiful and
powerful Quranic verses in Sorat Qaf:

“And We have already created man and know what his soul whispers to him, and
We are closer to him than [his] jugular vein.” - Quran 50:16

The sculpture draws inspiration from the UAE’s national tree, the Ghaff, sym-
bolizing transformation, strength, stability, prosperity, and creation. The ever-
green Ghaf tree has served as a source of life throughout the centuries, pro-
viding nourishment and protection to all creatures and reflecting one of the 99
names of Allah, ‘Al Razzaq’ - ‘The Provider’.

Centrally embedded in the tree’s amethyst-filled hollow is a gold-plated jewel
embellished with the name Allah in calligraphy, symbolic of the divine within all
living beings, it serves as a reminder that the essence of our existence stems
from Allah.

The 99 branches of the tree, organically extend from the trunk, mirroring the
99 beautiful names of Allah in Islam and symbolic of transformation. Hanging
from the ceiling, a halo embellished with one of the 99 beautiful names of God
in Islam “Al Salam” which translates as “Peace” is embellished on a vibrant or-
ange canvas radiates powerful healing energies and blessings into the space.
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The halo serves as a roadmap to enlightenment and as a heavenly reminder of
the attributes of Allah that all human beings should aspire to embody in their
daily lives. Moreover, the roots of the tree are designed in an infinite loop. The
infinity symbolizes that the core of faith is an everlasting connection to the
Divine.

Amalie Beljafla was born on the 11th of May 1991 to an Emirati father and a
Norwegian mother. Her mixed cultural heritage played a major role in her art-
work, combined with her ideas on life and spirituality. Beljafla’s acclaimed bold
surrealist style is highly sought after and known for its strong use of symbol-
ism, vibrant palettes, strong linear lines, and distinctive patterning. Her exqui-
site art pieces radiate light and convey positive messages.

Beljafla was raised in Dubai before moving to London to pursue her degree
at the prestigious Central Saint Martins College of Arts and Design in 2009.
Having completed a foundation degree in Art and Design, she continued her BA
in Graphic Design, finishing with an honors degree in June 2013. In June 2015,
she graduated with a masters in Communication and Design also from Central
Saint Martins College of Art and Design.

Besides being an artist, Beljafla published in 2014 her first book titled ‘For You’
to promote positive thinking among children and adults alike, and to serve as a
reminder to everyone of their potentials.
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