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IN LOVING MEMORY OF THE FOUNDER OF OUR NATION
HiS HIGHNESS SHEIKH ZAYED BIN SULTAN AL NAHYAN,
GOD REST HIS SOUL. (1918 - 2004 )






THE ZAYED AL KHAIR COLLECTION 2017

ACCLAIMED ARTISTS, AMALIE BELJAFLA AND HATTY PEDDER HAVE CREATED A STUNNING
COLLECTION OF NEW WORK TO BE EXHIBITED AT THE ABU DHABI ART FAIR IN MEMORY OF
THE FOUNDING FATHER OF THE UNITED ARAB EMIRATES, HIS HIGHNESS SHEIKH ZAYED BIN SULTAN
AL NAHYAN.

THE INSPIRATION BEHIND THIS COLLECTION BEGAN IN 2015 WITH A COLLABORATION BETWEEN
EMIRATI ARTIST AMALIE BELJAFLA AND BRITISH ARTIST HATTY PEDDER.

TOGETHER, BELJAFLA AND PEDDER WANTED TO PAY A SPECIAL TRIBUTE TO THE FOUNDER OF THE
UNITED ARAB EMIRATES, HIS HIGHNESS SHEIKH ZAYED BIN SULTAN AL NAHYAN, THE MAN WHO
IS WIDELY RECOGNISED FOR DEDICATING HIS LIFE TO HIS PEOPLE AND COUNTRY. HE LAID THE
FOUNDATION FOR THE UAE, WHICH HAS EVOLVED INTO THE COUNTRY WE KNOW AND LOVE TODAY.

HIS HIGHNESS SHEIKH ZAYED BIN SULTAN AL NAHYAN, PUT THE UAE ON THE WORLD MAP BOTH
POLITICALLY AND FINANCIALLY. HOWEVER, HIS DEDICATION TO THE LAND OF HIS FOREFATHERS
WAS MUCH DEEPER THAN POLITICS AND FINANCE; HE TRULY LOVED HIS PEOPLE AND HIS COUNTRY.
HIS LOVE FOR HIS FAMILY AND HIS PEOPLE, WHOM HE REGARDED AS HIS EXTENDED FAMILY, CREATED
A LEGACY WE WILL ALL ENJOY FOR MANY GENERATIONS.

HE IS LOVED AND REMEMBERED FOR HIS KINDNESS, RIGHTEOUSNESS, PURITY, LOVE OF NATURE
AND HIS HUMANITARIAN WORK; IT IS THESE ATTRIBUTES THAT HAVE LAID THE FOUNDATION
FOR A COMPASSIONATE, TOLERANT SOCIETY IN THE MIDST OF THE ARAB WORLD, THAT SETS THE
BENCHMARK FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS.

BELJAFLA AND PEDDER, THROUGH THEIR WORK, WANTED TO CELEBRATE THE DIFFERENT ASPECTS
OF UAE CULTURE, SOCIETY AND VALUES, WHICH THE LATE SHEIKH ZAYED INITIATED. HE CREATED A
COUNTRY, WHICH IS RENOWNED FOR ITS TOLERANCE, SOCIAL VALUES, KINDNESS, GENEROSITY AND
TOLERANCE TO ALL.

“HE BUILT THIS NATION INTO WHAT IT IS TODAY BY INVESTING IN HIS PEOPLE, SO THAT WE ARE
KNOWN AS, “ THE CHILDREN OF ZAYED". HIS LEGACY LIVES ON AND HIS SPIRIT RUNS THROUGH US
ALL. THIS COLLECTION IS A CELEBRATION OF ALL HIS GOODNESS AND THE LOVE OUR NATION HAS
FOR HIM.” SAID BELJAFLA.

THIS IS THE FIRST TIME BELJAFLA AND PEDDER HAVE COLLABORATED AND WITH THEIR DIFFERENT
STYLES COMPLIMENTING EACH OTHER THEY HAVE CREATED AN EXQUISITE MIXED MEDIA 8 PIECE
COLLECTION.



AMALIE BELJAFLA

EMIRATI ARTIST, AMALIE BELJAFLA WAS BORN ON THE IITH OF MAY 1991 TO A NORWEGIAN MOTHER
AND EMIRATI FATHER. BELJAFLA GREW UP IN DUBAI AND LATER CONTINUED HER STUDIES IN LONDON.

IN 2009 BELJAFLA ATTENDED THE PRESTIGIOUS CENTRAL SAINT MARTIN'S COLLEGE OF ART AND
DESIGN WHERE SHE GAINED A BA IN GRAPHIC DESIGN, FINISHING WITH AN HONORS DEGREE IN
JUNE 2013. IN JUNE 2015 SHE GRADUATED WITH A MASTERS IN COMMUNICATION AND DESIGN, ALSO
FROM CENTRAL SAINT MARTIN'S COLLEGE OF ARTS AND DESIGN.

CULTURAL DIFFERENCES HAVE PLAYED A MAJOR PART IN BELJAFLA'S ARTWORK; SHE EMBRACES HER
SPIRITUALITY WHICH INSPIRES HER IDEAS AND INFLUENCES HER WORK.

AMALIE'S DISTINCTIVE SURREALIST STYLE AND USE OF A VIBRANT PALETTE IS WIDELY RECOGNIZED
AND SOUGHT AFTER.

EXHIBITIONS:

+ FOR YOU Il COLLECTION, HUNAR ART GALLERY, ABU DHABI ART FAIR, 2016
+ FOR YOU COLLECTION, YADAWEI GALLERY, DUBAI, 2016.
+ THE FIRST AND THE LAST, OXO GALLERY, LONDON, 2011.



HATTY PEDDER

RENOWNED BRITISH ARTIST, HATTY PEDDER, GREW UP IN THE MIDDLE EAST AND HAS LIVED IN
DUBAI FOR THE LAST 25 YEARS.

IN 1991 SHE GAINED A BA IN GRAPHIC DESIGN AT LONDON'S PRESTIGIOUS CENTRAL SAINT MARTIN'S
COLLEGE OF ART & DESIGN.

THE INSPIRATION BEHIND HER WORK IS ALWAYS DERIVED FROM PEOPLE, LIFESTYLE AND DIFFERENT
CULTURES. SHE TRAVELS EXTENSIVELY, EXPLORING NEW CITIES FOR FRESH SOURCE MATERIAL, WHICH
SHE THEN INTERPRETS IN HER UNIQUE MIXED MEDIA STYLE. HER PALETTE IS VIBRANT, AND SHE WORKS
WITH MANY DIFFERENT MEDIUMS INCLUDING PHOTOMONTAGE AND COLLAGE. HER BACKGROUND
IN FASHION, PHOTOGRAPHY AND ILLUSTRATION HAS PLAYED A VITAL PART IN CREATING HER UNIQUE
PERSPECTIVE AND STYLE. HER DISTINCTIVE SURREALIST STYLE IS INTERNATIONALLY RECOGNIZED
AND SOUGHT AFTER.

EXHIBITIONS:

+ THE PARIS COLLECTION - ART DE TEMPLE | GERMANY - 2016

« “KOSH BOSH BEIRUT!” -THE MOJO GALLERY | DUBAI - 2013

+ “JHAKASS MUMBAI" - THE MOJO GALLERY | DUBAI - 2012

« “FROHEN HERZENS" - FRANKFURT | GERMANY - 2012

« “SOCIAL SEEN"/ “FASHION COLLECTION" - RAFFLES | DUBAI - 2011
« “SOCIAL SCENE" - THE MOJO GALLERY | DUBAI - 2010



THE TREE OF LIFE
2017, MIXED MEDIA, 132CM X 97CM



THIS STRONG SYMBOLIC PIECE USES THE NATIONAL GHAFF TREE, WHICH REPRESENTS BEING A SOURCE
OF STRENGTH AND LIFE. SHEIKH ZAYED'S LOVE OF FAMILY, NATURE, CULTURE, ANIMALS AND THE
ENVIRONMENT ARE ALL EMBODIED IN THIS DETAILED AND INTRICATE PIECE. HIS CHILDREN AND
GRANDCHILDREN SIT IN THE TREE, MAKING THIS A DEEPLY PERSONAL PIECE AND SYMBOLIC OF THE
IMPORTANCE OF FAMILY. IN THIS ARTWORK, SHEIKH ZAYED IS DEPICTED PLANTING THE SEED THAT
GROWS INTO THE GHAFF TREE THAT SYMBOLISES HOW THE NATION HAS GROWN INTO WHAT IT IS
TODAY AND HOW HIS LEGACY LIVES ON IN HIS CHILDREN WHO ARE THE STRONG LEADERS TODAY.
[T REPRESENTS HOW THE UAE HAS FLOURISHED AND CONTINUES TO FLOURISH FROM THIS SEED.

THE SEVEN WHITE DOVES REPRESENT THE SEVEN EMIRATES. THE ROOTS GO DEEP REPRESENTING
THE STRONG FOUNDATIONS AND VALUES ON WHICH SHEIKH ZAYED HAS BUILT AND INSPIRED OUR
NATION.









SIR BANI YAS
2017, MIXED MEDIA, 151.5CM X 107.5CM




THIS BEAUTIFUL PIECE HAS SHEIKH ZAYED SITTING IN HIS NATURAL RESERVE UNDER A SURREAL PALM
TREE MADE UP OF ANIMALS TO REFLECT HIS CONNECTION AND LOVE OF NATURE. SHEIKH ZAYED
CREATED THIS UNIQUE NATURAL WILDLIFE ANIMAL RESERVE SIR BANI YAS WHILE HE WAS ALIVE,
AND HIS LEGACY LIVES ON FOR THE MANY WHO VISIT AND ENJOY THIS CAPTIVATING ISLAND.

THE SEVEN WHITE DOVES REPRESENT THE SEVEN EMIRATES. THE NATIONAL BIRD OF THE UAE, THE
FALCON, FLAMINGOS AND EXQUISITE ORNATE LIZARDS AMONGST OTHER ANIMALS, ARE USED TO
REPRESENT THE WAY IN WHICH THE MANY DIFFERENT COMMUNITIES RESIDING IN THE UAE ALL LIVE
IN HARMONY TOGETHER.

THE ROCKS ARE COVERED WITH POETRY IN BEAUTIFUL
CALLIGRAPHY. POETRY IS INTRINSIC TO MIDDLE EASTERN
CULTURE AND REMAINS VERY MUCH PART OF SOCIETY

TO THIS DAY.
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THE COLOUR PALETTE AND THE POWERFUL
TURQUOISE BACKGROUND GIVE THIS
PIECE A CONTEMPORARY AND VIBRANT
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THE GUARDIANS
2017, MIXED MEDIA, 125CM X 92CM



THIS PIECE HAS SHEIKH ZAYED CENTRALLY FRAMED AND SURREALLY POSITIONED ON A MAJESTIC
TREE OF LIFE. ABOVE HIS PORTRAIT THREE HORSES EMERGE, REPRESENTING WISDOM, SPEED AND
POWER AS WELL AS THE PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE ALL OF WHICH SHEIKH ZAYED HAS HELPED SHAPE.

EITHER SIDE OF THE TREE ARE TWO GUARDIANS WITH SYMBOLIC WINGS REPRESENTING THE
EMPOWERMENT AND FREEDOM SHEIKH ZAYED HAS GIVEN THE WOMEN OF OUR NATION. WOMEN IN
OUR CULTURE ARE HIGHLY RESPECTED AND HAVE IMPORTANT ROLES WITHIN DIFFERENT SECTORS.

AT THE BASE OF THE TREE IS A CHEETAH AND HER CUB SYMBOLIZING THE ROLE OF THE NURTURING
LOVING MOTHER, AND THE IMPORTANCE OF WOMEN IN OUR SOCIETY.
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THE PRAYER
2017, MIXED MEDIA, 128CM X 80.5CM



THIS GRAPHIC PIECE THROUGH ITS SIMPLICITY AND BOLD COMPOSITION EVOKES A SENSE OF POWER
AND WISDOM. SHEIKH ZAYED IS GAZING DIRECTLY INTO THE VIEWERS EYES TO CONJURE UP A
POWERFUL CONNECTION.

THE DRAMATICALLY ENLARGED PRAYER BEADS GROW TO FILL THE COMPOSITION AND ARE
EMBELLISHED WITH "ASMA ALLAH AL HUSNA", WHICH ARE THE 99 BEAUTIFUL NAMES OF GOD IN ISLAM.

THE NAMES OF GOD ARE THE MOST POWERFUL NAMES IN ISLAM AS THEY ARE KNOWN FOR THEIR
HEALING POWER, AND THE PRAYER BEADS ARE USED TO REAFFIRM THIS. THE SURREAL ORANGE AND
RED DESERT LANDSCAPE SET AGAINST THE MIDNIGHT BLUE CREATES A DRAMATIC IMAGE WITH THE
JUXTAPOSITION OF THE COLOURS.

A FEW OF THE BEADS TRANSLATED:

AL KAREEM : THE GENEROUS ONE
AL HAKEEM: THE WISE

AL RAAOOF : THE COMPASSIONATE
AL MUHAYMIN: THE PROTECTOR









UNITY
2017, MIXED MEDIA, 184CM X 105CM
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h-’_,gf A v,/ “UNITY” PAYS TRIBUTE TO
o> / THE LATE SHEIKH ZAYED, AND
= DEPICTS THE TRANSFORMATION

HE BOUGHT UPON THIS NATION.
HE STANDS DYNAMICALLY AND
STRIKINGLY IN FRONTOF AN
EXQUISITELY SYMBOLIC TREE,
ORNAMENTED WITH BUTTERFLIES.
THE VISUAL EFFECT OF THIS
IMAGE IS TO EMBODY THE
TRANSFORMATION AND
FREEDOM HE ESTABLISHED,
AS THE BUTTERFLIES

FLY OUT OF THE
ARTWORK. AS THE

- GROWS UP IT HAS
A MAJESTIC LION, k GAZELLE AND SHEIKH
ZAYED'S CHILDREN, OUR CURRENT PRESIDENT
H.H. SHEIKH KHALIFA BIN ZAYED AL NAHYAN AND HIS BROTHER THE
CROWN PRINCE H.H. SHEIKH MOHAMMED BIN ZAYED AL NAHYAN,
REPRESENTING THE IMPORTANCE OF FAMILY VALUES IN
OUR SOCIETY. THE TWO ARABIAN HORSES REPRESENT
SPEED, POWER AND WISDOM WITH THE ICONIC ABU DHABI
GRAND SHEIKH ZAYED MOSQUE RESTING ABOVE THEM, A
GOLDEN SUN RISING BEHIND AND GUARDIAN ANGELS EITHER
SIDE. THE SWAN SYMBOLISES PURITY, FREEDOM AND HOLINESS.

TREE

THIS ARTWORK IS SET IN THE DESERT AMONGST LIZARDS AND ANIMALS

TO REPRESENT THE UNITY, SPIRITUALITY AND BALANCE THAT SHEIKH
ZAYED SPREAD THROUGHOUT OUR NATION. THIS DREAM LIKE PIECE CAN BE
APPRECIATED AT MANY DIFFERENT LEVELS. IT CAN BE APPRECIATED AT A PURELY
AESTHETIC LEVEL, HOWEVER, AS THE VIEWER CAN EXPLORE AND DISCOVER MANY
NEW POWERFUL MESSAGES AND MEANINGS THROUGH ITS IMAGERY.



PROSPERITY
2017, MIXED MEDIA, 193CM X 105CM
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THIS EXQUISITE JEWEL LIKE PIECE PAYS TRIBUTE TO THE LATE SHEIKH ZAYED. SHEIKH ZAYED STANDS
MAJESTICALLY AND POWERFULLY, CENTRALLY POSITIONED IN FRONT OF A SYMBOLIC WORLD OF
PROSPERITY THAT HE HAS CREATED FOR HIS NATION. THE FLYING FISH SPREAD DYNAMICALLY,
GOING UPWARDS ACROSS THE COMPOSITION, BECOMING LARGER AS THEY FLY, REPRESENTING
THE GROWTH OF GOOD FORTUNE THAT REIGNS ACROSS THE UAE. THE PEARLS CREATE A SURREAL
LANDSCAPE TO SET THE SCENE WHILST PAYING HOMAGE TO THE ABUNDANCE OF THE LAND.

THIS DREAM LIKE PIECE RADIATES THE POSITIVITY AND INSPIRATION THAT SHEIKH ZAYED SHOWERED
OVER HIS PEOPLE. THE VIBRANT ELECTRIC PALETTE USED GIVES THIS PIECE A STRIKING FRESHNESS
AND MODERNITY. EVEN THE LARGE GOLD FRAME ECHOES THE WEALTH, VISION AND SUCCESS OF

SHEIKH ZAYED.



THE TRIBE
2017, MIXED MEDIA, 97CM X 89CM



THE SIMPLICITY AND BOLD COMPOSITION OF THIS PIECE EVOKES A TRANQUIL SENSATION AS THE
EXQUISITE FISH REPRESENTING PROSPERITY CASCADE ACROSS THE OMBRE ART PIECE.

THE UNIFICATION OF THE FISH REPRESENTS THE PEOPLE OF THE SEVEN EMIRATES AS THEY ARE LED
BY OUR VISIONARY LEADER AND BELOVED SHEIKH ZAYED.

THE VIBRANT PALETTE AND JUXTAPOSITION OF COLOUR CREATE A STRIKING IMAGE REMINISCENT
OF THE POP ART ERA.



FREEDOM
2017, MIXED MEDIA, 97CM X 89CM
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‘FREEDOM’ FEATURES SHEIKH ZAYED AGAINST A STRIKING ELECTRIC ORANGE OMBRE BACKGROUND.
THE SURREAL ORANGE SKY IS FILLED WITH BUTTERFLIES THAT SYMBOLIZE THE TRANSFORMATION HE
BROUGHT TO HIS NATION AND LOVE FOR ALL HIS PEOPLE. THE BURNING ORANGE SKY REPRESENTS
THE POWERFUL AMBITION HE HAD TO CREATE OUR NATION INTO WHAT IT IS TODAY.




THANK YOU

[ WOULD LIKE TO ESPECIALLY THANK MRS AL ANOUD AL WARSHAW FROM THE
BOTTOM OF MY HEART FOR ALL HER WONDERFUL SUPPORT AND FOR SUPPORTING
EMIRATI ARTISTS AND GIVING US THE OPPORTUNITY TO EXHIBIT AND FLOURISH.

AMALIE
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Hunar Gallery -/

HUNAR GALLERY | PO. BOX: 61628, DUBAI | TEL: +971 4 286 2224
HUNARART@EMIRATES.NET. AE | WWW.HUNARGALLERY.COM



